210	MODERN   EDUCATION
has been formed to protect the interests of efficient private
schools.
It is convenient to mention here the Headmasters' Con-
ference (founded in 1870), although its object is not mainly
to protect professional interests, but rather to discuss educa-
tional questions which affect schools in close connection with
the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, i.e. the public
schools, of which no precise definition can be given. The rise
and progress of the girls' high schools led to the formation, in
1874, of the Headmistresses' Association, the need being felt
for the discussion of educational questions similar to those of
the Headmasters' Conference. Ten years later, the Association
of Assistant Mistresses was formed, to protect the interests of
assistant mistresses, and to discuss from their point of view the
problems of the still growing girls' high schools. It was not
until 1890 that the masters in secondary schools other than
public schools began to organize themselves. In that year, the
Association of Headmasters was formed, and was followed a
year later by the Assistant Masters' Association. In 1892, there
was formed the Association of Headmasters of Preparatory
Schools, having a natural affinity to the Headmasters' Con-
ference.
(b) For general study The organizations which exist in
of educational problems England for the disinterested study
of educational problems are not
strictly professional in character. Though their membership
consists largely of teachers, they are open to other persons, and
they have nothing to do with professional interests. England
has never had an organization comparable with the great
National Education Association of America, partly, no doubt
because of the deeper social cleavages of an older nation. The
leaders of reform in the education of young children led the
way when in 1874 they established the Froebel Society. In
'1883, there followed the Teachers' Guild, later known as the

